62                  Japan in World Politics

system; and to grant to the Japanese the right freely to
engage in all kinds of manufacturing industries in China.
As a guarantee for the faithful performance of the treaty,
Mukden and Wei-hai-wei were to be temporarily occupied
by Japanese troops. After some negotiation, and the dis-
cussion of counter-proposals by the Chinese plenipotentiaries,
Japan modified her original draft in certain particulars, The
cession of territory in Shengking was decreased; the indemnity
was to be reduced to two hundred million Kuping taels ; the
ports and watenvays to be opened to foreign trade were to
be reduced to four and two respectively. Japan also agreed
to occupy only Wei-hai-wei as a guarantee, but refused to
admit into the treaty any clause concerning arbitration.
Further modifications \vere asked by the Chinese, but they
\\ere told that the demands which had been formulated were
final and were no longer open to discussion. The Japanese
ultimatum was accepted, and the treaty of peace was signed
at Shimonoseki on April 17, 1895.

The ratifications were to be exchanged at Chifu ; but on
April 22, Russia, France, and Germany, acting in alliance,
advised Japan to restore the whole territory of the Liao-
Tung Peninsula, as " the Japanese occupation of that terri-
tory not only endangered the existence of the Chinese
capital and of Korean independence, but would upset the
peace of the Orient" Although this Note was quite polite,
there could be no mistaking its meaning, and the suggestion
was meant to have the force of a command. The formidable
squadrons of the three great Powers were concentrated in
the north of China and prepared for any emergency, while
the naval forces of Japan, after the contest with China, were
unable to cope with the fresh squadrons of the three Powers.
Some of the Japanese officers insisted on forcibly resisting
the interference of the triple alliance, while some diplomatists
proposed to submit the territorial question to an international
conference of the great Powers of Europe and America. The
Japanese Government solved the difficulty with their usual
self-restraint by accepting the proposals of the three Powers,